Development of simulation scenarios for an adolescent patient with diabetic ketoacidosis.
Changes in health care delivery have shifted the care of pediatric patients primarily to the outpatient setting, with the exception of children and adolescents requiring complex, highly acute care. Thus, nurse educators are challenged to provide nursing students with pediatric learning experiences and are further confounded by the relative paucity of available clinical placements. Nurse educators are exploring the use of simulation to provide realistic alternatives to pediatric clinical experiences. The development of simulation scenarios focused on the care of an adolescent patient presenting with diabetic ketoacidosis is discussed. A review of the current literature addressing the use of simulation in nursing education and the advantages and challenges of designing, implementing, and evaluating simulation scenarios are also discussed.